Genetic control of host resistance to infection.
Human resistance to infectious diseases is often regulated by multiple genes that control different aspects of host-parasite interaction. Genetically distinct inbred strains of mice that differ in their susceptibility to specific pathogens are invaluable for dissecting such complex patterns and have allowed the identification of several host-resistance loci that regulate natural and acquired immunity in response to infection. Cloning these genes is the first step in elucidating their roles in host defense.